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verse is in one sense a strophe in itself, and the verses lend themselves 
readily into an almost infinite variety of grouping, as appears at once 
when one will divide passages of Hebrew poetry or prophecy into short 
paragraphs. Given now, with the thought of paragraphing, a variety 
of assumptions upon which paragraphs may be made, and then again 
the liberty, which Pere Condamin and others frequently take, of varying 
the order of verses, it becomes evident that the development of a system 
of strophes is more a work of ingenuity than the discovery of a real guiding 
principle used in composition by the Hebrew poets. 

Yale Divinity School EDWARD L. CURTIS 

New Haven, Conn. 

THE HISTORICAL STUDY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 

The new importance which the historical method is assuming in the- 
ology has of late appeared in a number of German publications. Among 
them is the discriminating essay of Dr. Carl Clemen, Die religionsge- 
schichUithe Melhode in der Theologie. 1 Though but an address, it grasps 
the center of the real historical problem in Christianity and indicates 
the significance of both the comparative and the genetic methods in the 
study of the New Testament. Dr. Clemen is not ready to accept all the 
conclusions of Gunkel, but at the same time he recognizes and insists 
that the dependence of New Testament thought upon other religions 
must be recognized. In this recognition, however, he very strongly 
affirms that it will be found that nothing really essential to Christian teach- 
ing has been surrendered. While in an address it is impossible for him 
to handle the literature in detail, he has in a very striking fashion brought 
together the chief positions of the different representatives of the new 
method. 

The address is valuable, however, not merely as an orientation in lit- 
erature, but particularly in its caution against excessive zeal in the dis- 
covery of the origins of Christianity in Judaism. A particularly happy 
illustration is his brief discussion of the origin of the Ix>rd 's Supper and 
his note upon one of Feine's sweeping statements. Christianity, with 
all its historical dependence, is certainly something more than a patch- 
work of Jewish and Hellenistic practices. 

Martin Bruckner 2 states that he began his study of the origin of the 
1 Die religionsgeschichtliche Methods in der Theologie. Von Carl Clemen. Giessen : 
Topelmann, 1904. 39 pages. 

* Die Entstehung der Paulinischen Christologie. Von Martin Bruckner. Strass- 
burg: Heitz, 1903. 237 pages. M. 5. 
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Pauline Christology under the conviction that Paul was greatly influenced 
by the historical Jesus— that is, the Jesus of the gospels. His investiga- 
tion, however, convinced him of the contrary. The picture which Paul 
draws of Christ is almost entirely independent of the historical personage 
Jesus. This conclusion, since the days of Pfleiderer at least, certainly 
is not particularly novel. Dr. Briickner, however, has reached his con- 
clusion independently, and his work must receive attention. One chief 
source of the Pauline Christology he finds in the conversion of Paul. Out 
from that experience he drew certain implications. These were, it is true, 
to a certain extent supplemented by what he could learn from the other 
apostles, but, as a matter of fact, the real heart of Pauline thought does 
not center about the earthly life of Jesus, but about that heavenly person- 
ality who had revealed himself to the former persecutor. The position 
of Feine Dr. Bruckner discriminatingly approves and rejects. With 
Feine he holds that Paul is not a second founder of Christianity by his 
emphasis of the death of Jesus, but is rather the Master's greatest apostle. 
Yet the Pauline estimate of the death of Christ is not derived from his- 
torical investigation or through a knowledge of historic facts, but rather 
by giving to the historic fact a profound religious meaning because of 
the apostle's messianic interpretation of Jesus. Dr. Bruckner very care- 
fully develops the picture of the heavenly Christ from the Pauline epistles, 
and refuses to be swept over into those psychological processes in which 
Feine delights. It is at this point (pp. 65-82) that some of his best exe- 
getical work is to be found. Jewish and even Gnostic influence he finds 
at work contributing to the Pauline thought, particularly in the idea of 
the Christ-irvev/aa with its So£<u, Swa/us, and <ro<f>ui. 

His method also throws him back on a very elaborate discussion of 
the messianic expectation of the Jews. Like every other investigator, 
he discovers difficulty in drawing out anything like a thoroughgoing 
orthodox Jewish messianism. In it he finds two great elements in the work 
of the Messiah: the destruction of enemies and sinners, and sovereignty 
in the messianic kingdom. On pp. 169 f. he gives a very good summary 
of the phases of the messianic expectation which lies back of the Pauline 
interpretation, making due allowance for the kernel of expectation and 
the great variety of expositions to be found in Jewish literature. The 
Pauline messianism, substantially derived from Judaism, has been to a 
considerable degree modified by the Hellenistic contrast between flesh and 
spirit. The ninth section of his book, in which he describes the relations of 
the Jewish Christology to the Pauline, deserves careful consideration, not 
only in point of method, but as an aid to the understanding of Paulinism. 
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It would be a mistake, however, to think that Bruckner does not find 
historical elements in Pauline Christology. Paul had been convinced 
that Jesus was the Christ by the experience of his conversion. The idea 
of Christ was not drawn from the actual doings and sayings of Jesus — 
that is to say, it was not inductive — but was rather a transcendental con- 
cept already to a considerable extent existing in the apostle's mind. But 
the heavenly Christ had become the earthly Jesus by humiliation; thus 
Bruckner arrives at a valuation of that personality. 

Any student of Judaism and of Paulinism will recognize the importance 
of this treatise. It combines two great factors of New Testament the- 
ology — namely, the inherited expectation of Jewish messianism, and the 
actual facts of the historical life of Jesus. Its most important contri- 
bution lies in distinguishing the order of the development of the Pauline 
interpretation. Certain particular positions which Dr. Bruckner takes 
are open to criticism, but the historical student finds himself in pretty 
general agreement with his general method. At one point only would 
we give a little stronger emphasis than that which seems to be given by 
the author. The facts of the life of Jesus were known to Paul, and they 
served to modify to a very considerable degree his inherited messianic 
definition. Unless we mistake, it is at this point that we are able to dis- 
tinguish with considerable sharpness between the genuinely Christian 
and the inherited Jewish beliefs. The facts of Jesus' life, particularly 
his death and resurrection, are not the outcome of an expectation, but 
were objectively given to Paxil. In so far as he uses them, his Christology 
is inductive, and they, rather than any definition given by the Jewish and 
Greek world-view and philosophy, are the essential elements in the apostle's 
teaching. 

Decidedly different from the works thus far considered is the almost 
monumental treatise of Bovon. 3 In it the author, whose death is to be 
lamented, gives what might be called the historico-exegetical introduction 
to the Christian doctrine of salvation. It is a good illustration of the new 
method which biblical theology has forced upon us. While it is impossible 
for any writer to be absolutely unswayed by his dogmatic position, Bovon 's 
work is on the whole admirably objective. He recognizes the genetic 
relation of New Testament thought with contemporary thinking, and 
endeavors to use his historical knowledge in the interpretation of New 
Testament thought. Questions of criticism do not concern him as much 
as they would Holtzmann, but he is not indifferent to them. He finds 

3 Theologie du Nouveau Testament. Par Jules Bovon. 2 vols. Lausanne: Bridel, 
1905. 571 and 586 pages. Fr. 10 
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in Paul the influence of Judaism, but he further discovers in the apostle a 
personal development. Similarly, he finds in the other New Testament 
books the evidence of the steady development of Christian thought under 
the influence of contemporary beliefs. But Bovon, like all other unbiased 
historic students of the New Testament, recognizes the fact that Chris- 
tianity has its own elements to contribute to religion, and that these ele- 
ments lie in the two great fields of the biography of Jesus and of Christian 
experience. His work is not marked by any revolutionary positions, 
but is a sane and distinct presentation of the main elements of New Testa- 
ment theology. If at times he is inclined to overestimate the differences 
existing between New Testament writers, he is also most commendably 
sensitive to the great mass of common belief and hope which lies back 
of all differences. 

It seems almost gratuitous at this late day to call attention once more 
to the remarkable book by Paul Feine, Jesus Christus und Paulus. 4 The 
book has already exercised large influence and has won a permanent 
place in the literature dealing with the New Testament. There are, 
however, one or two matters of which it treats which it is particularly 
appropriate at the present time to emphasize. Feine is one of those men 
who are interested in purely philological criticism, but at the same time 
know how to use lexicography in the solution of broad historical problems. 
He particularly emphasizes the fact that the real historic religious method 
cannot be content with any one organon of investigation but must handle 
the historical situation as a totality and in the light of psychological induc- 
tions. The problem of Christianity as a phase of religious development 
he insists is something bigger than some thoroughgoing Ritschlians allow. 
Feine insists that, to judge any historical character aright, one must place 
him in relation with the spiritual life of his time, and mark sharply both 
his agreements and his differences with his spiritual environment. His- 
tory is thus not a mere description of a man's life; it also calls for a very 
distinct treatment of his actual relations with all moments psychological 
and social, of his situation. 

In pursuance of this plan, his method involves an objective handling 
of sources. He treats Paul as well as Jesus as historically conditioned, 
and as a result finds in their christological thought something other than 
the development of purely abstract ideas. His criticism of Wrede's 
position relative to the messianic interpretation given to Jesus by Mark 
is well worth considering. It is satisfactory to find his critical processes 

4 Jesus Christus and Paulus. Von Paul Feine. Leipzig: Hinrichs, 1902. 319 
pages, M. 6. 
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undetermined by what he thinks ought to have been true of Jesus' mes- 
sianic self-estimate. Further attention should be called to his general 
treatment regarding the relation of Mark and Paulinism. It is his histori- 
cal recognition that Paul was dependent upon Jesus rather than Jesus (in 
the synoptic picture) upon Paul that sounds the note of sane historical 
criticism. There have been many impossible things written upon the 
synoptists' dependence upon Paulinism, which never would have been 
written had our critics been better historians and more thoroughly 
read in the messianic views of the day, Both in the case of Jesus and 
in the case of Paul the schema of thought is the same, and the emphasis 
upon this common material as that which is inherited by Jesus and Paul 
alike is one of the important contributions which Feine has made to the 
study of New Testament history. The reading of Feine 's book will go 
far to establish a balance in theological method, which has been seriously 
threatened by theories of knowledge. 

Shailer Mathews 
University op Chicago 

BOOKS ON NEW TESTAMENT INTRODUCTION 

Professor Jiilicher's "Introduction to the New Testament" was first 
published in 1894; the third and fourth editions appeared in 1001, and 
now, after five years, come the fifth and sixth. 1 The revision has been 
thoroughgoing, extending to all parts of the work. The original 404 
pages have grown to 581, and of these about 80 represent the last increase. 
In expressing his regret at the expansion, Julicher explains that it was 
unavoidable if he was to give a fresh statement of present-day conclusions 
rather than a revised presentation of the situation eleven years ago. 

The general plan of the book remains unchanged, but within this 
framework there are important modifications. The sections where this 
is most noticeable are those dealing with the gospels, particularly the 
Synoptic Gospels. Wellhausen's "Introduction to the First Three Gos- 
pels" 2 appeared just as Jiilicher was engaged in carrying his own book 
through the press. He felt in duty bound to delay publication until 
he could take account of this very important contribution to the discussion 
of the synoptic problem. The conclusions of Wellhausen have not led 
Julicher to modify his main positions, but they have influenced his whole 
presentation. He holds that among the earliest of the gospel-like writings 

I Einleitung in das Neue Testament. Von Adolf Julicher. Fttnfte und sechste 
iieu bearbeitete Auflage. Tubingen: Mohr, 581 pages. M. 9. 
3 Einleilung in die drei ersten Evangelien, 1905 . 



